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Introduction

ICSEI as an organisation has always been committed to the development
of knowledge generation and sharing across policy, practice and research. This
remains pivotal in the work of ICSEI and was at the fore of all activity at
the 33rd International Congress for School Effectiveness and
Improvement which took place in Morocco in January this year with the theme
of ‘Education, Youth Empowerment, and Sustainable Development:
Collaboration between the Global North and South to Improve Education
Quality’.

This theme underpins our special issue of the ICSEI Newsletter, ‘Education in
Morocco’. This issue aims to share an overview of the work shared at ICSEI
2020, add to our community’s understanding of education in Morocco,
the lessons we can learn from this context about education policy, practice and
research, and what this might mean for the future of education and schooling
systems, as well as collaboration within and across the ICSEI community.

This special newsletter includes overviews compiled by Paul Campbell on behalf
of the Communication and Knowledge Sharing Standing Committee which
explore:

Contemporary research projects in the Moroccan context
Current policy agendas, mechanisms and areas of focus across the system
Historical development of education in Morocco and what this means for the
future
Key organizations in Morocco and their role in supporting education

We hope you enjoy this special country focus on education in Morocco.
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CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH PROJECTS IN THE
MOROCCAN CONTEXT

The work of Ali Ait Si Mhamed
and Kouider Mokhtari shows how investing
in educator preparation can boost literacy
achievement, increase economic productivity,
and improve the quality of life in
Morocco. They argue that much work is still
to be done to boost literacy achievement
levels, and how allocating resources and
applying educational research, policies and
practices can help achieve this.

Check out the full
#ICSEI2020 on twitter HERE
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CURRENT POLICY AGENDAS, MECHANISMS AND AREAS
OF FOCUS ACROSS THE SYSTEM

Mohammed Elmeski's Moroccan case study
on the changing role of school leaders in
confronting marginalization and the
implications this has for leading change in
schools is discussed. He argues that
consideration of the physical, socio-political,
emotional, and spiritual realties of
leading in urban schools serving
marginalized communities is central to
leading for empowerment, effectiveness and
improvement.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN
MOROCCO AND WHAT THIS MEANS FOR THE FUTURE

Adil Bentahar's work begins by
exploring the evolution
of educational reforms in Morocco.
He argues that despite wide ranging
reform over the years, there is still
more to do, particularly in relation
to publicly funded education.
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KEY ORGANIZATIONS IN MOROCCO AND THEIR ROLE
IN SUPPORTING EDUCATION

Elarbi Imad's work discusses the role of Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) in the provision of citizenship education (CE) in Morocco. He outlines
the increasing importance of CE in Morocco, how this is reflected at a policy
level, and the impact this is having in schools and classrooms.

Abdellah Yousfi's work shares an example of the Moroccan Association of
Teachers of English (MATE) as an organization supporting education in
Morocco. He explains how the establishment of this organization, initially
prompted by the working conditions of teachers of English, has been to empower
English language teachers and learners across Morocco and beyond.
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UPCOMING ICSEI MONOGRAPHS

Stay tuned for two
upcoming ICSEI
monographs!
Lahcen Tighoula's on-going research and practice on
how teacher learning communities can enhance
teachers’ continuing professional development,
exploring the experiences of teachers in
the Souss Massa Daraa academy, Morocco. Tighoula
highlights the benefits of joining TLCs for individuals,
schools and systems, and the necessary considerations
to ensure they remain sustainable and impactful.

Ali Ait Si Mhamed and Kouider Mokhtari provide a
deeper exploration of their work on the links between
educator preparation and literacy achievement,
economic productivity, and quality of life in Morocco.
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#ICSEI2020 ALIVE ON TWITTER!
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