
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    SIG 18 members  

    in the spotlight 

Professor Leonidas 
Kyriakides 
 

Prof. Leonidas Kyriakides is Professor in Educational 
Research and Evaluation at the Department of Education of 
the University of Cyprus. His field of research and scholarship 
is the evaluation of educational effectiveness, whether of 
teachers, schools or educational systems. His research 
agenda is concerned with the development of a dynamic 
model of educational effectiveness, and the application of 
research to the improvement of quality and equity in 
education. In all dimensions of his work his aim is for the 
cumulative development of theory and methodology, building 
his current research upon previous findings.  

He believes strongly that theory and method should be 
subject to empirical testing and this is reflected in his 
publications and in the list of research projects he has 
conducted. Together with Professor Bert Creemers, they 
initially developed and tested the validity of the dynamic 
model of educational effectiveness and later designed an 
improvement approach based on this model and investigated 
the impact of this dynamic approach on promoting quality 
and equity in education.  

Professor Kyriakides acted as chair of the AERA SIG on 
School Effectiveness and Improvement and of the EARLI SIG 
on Educational Effectiveness. He was also a member of the 
PISA 2015 QEG expert group that was responsible for 
developing the theoretical framework and the questionnaires 
of PISA 2015 study. Finally, he is member of the editorial 
board of various international journals with referee system 
such as «School Effectiveness and School Improvement», 
«Studies in Educational Evaluation» and «Educational and 
Psychological Measurement» and the author of more than 
150 papers, 100 chapters in books and 8 books with 
Routledge and Springer publishers.  
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Professor Jana 
Grob ophoff 
 

 
Jana Groß Ophoff graduated 2003 in Psychology in Freiburg, 
Germany. Since then, her work and research priorities lie in the 
interdisciplinary field of Empirical Educational Research with 
particular focus on teacher professionalization and research-
informed education. Between 2004 and 2009, she worked as 
research assistant in the project VERA (Nationwide mandatory 
comparative performance tests in primary schools; Prof. Dr. I. 
Hosenfeld & Prof. Dr. A. Helmke) at the University of Landau.  
 
In her dissertation, she investigated, whether 
and how teachers use student performance feedback. As of 
2010, Jana worked at the University of Education Freiburg 
(Prof. Dr. K. Lohrmann & Prof. Dr. M. Wirtz). After successfully 
acquiring funds for the project Learning the Science of 
Education (BMBF), she concentrated on the 
conceptual development and assessment of 
Educational Research Literacy. Between 2019 and 2021, she 
worked as postdoc at the Chair for research on teachers and 
teacher education (Prof. Dr. Colin Cramer) at the University of 
Tübingen, where she completed her habilitation.  
 
In February 2021, she took up her position as professor for 
Educational Sciences at the University College of Teacher 
Education Vorarlberg, Austria. Only recently, she and Prof. Dr. 
Chris Brown (Durham University, England) successfully applied 
to the World Education Research Association to establish 
an International Research Network (IRN) on “Research-
Informed Education”. 
 
Groß Ophoff, J., & Cramer, C. (in press). The engagement of 
teachers and school leaders with data, evidence and research 
in Germany. In C. Brown & J. R. Malin (Eds.), The Emerald 
International Handbook of Evidence-Informed Practice in 
Education. 
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Rhiannon Moore, 
Msc. 
 
 

 
Rhiannon Moore, MSc. is a second-year doctoral student in the 
School of Education at the University of Bristol, UK. Her 
supervisors are Prof. Sally Thomas and Prof. George Leckie.  
Her mixed methods PhD explores questions relating to the 
effectiveness of secondary school teachers in two states in 
Southern India. It focuses particularly on issues of teacher 
absence, professional knowledge and classroom practice, both 
considering these as factors which relate to student learning 
outcomes, and also as intermediate teacher outcomes which are 
themselves shaped by a range of factors. She uses both 
secondary and primary data within this study: a secondary 
dataset from teachers and students in 205 schools in Southern 
India; and primary interview data from a range of education 
stakeholders working at state and national level.  
 
Alongside her PhD research, she is an associate lecturer on an 
undergraduate comparative and primary education module with 
The Open University. She is also an associate of ‘Young Lives’, a 
longitudinal study of childhood poverty in four lower-income 
countries which is based at University of Oxford. 
  
Forthcoming publications:  
Moore, R., Rolleston, C. and Grijalva, A., Forthcoming. 
‘Unlocking the Black Box: To what extent are interactive 
classrooms effective classrooms in the Indian context?’. 
Comparative Education Review. (Accepted January 2021) 
 
Moore, R. and Kameshwara, K.K., Forthcoming. ‘Can head 
teacher autonomy mitigate the effects of COVID-19 school 
closures in India?’. NORRAG Special Issue #6. (Accepted April 
2021) 
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